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The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009

Tijana Arnautovic
Chairman
International Youth Leadership Conference 2009

My Dear Colleagues:

Welcome to the International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009. The Conference is scheduled for 
July 9 - 10, 2009 in our finest capital, Belgrade.  Our goal is to help young people develop lifelong skills so they 
can become visionary leaders of the future. We are the only Diaspora Organization established, developed 
and managed by Young People for Young People.

Over the summer, we expect many young Serbians to be travelling to their own country, whether on holidays 
or for business matters. We would like to invite them as well as the local young citizens to join us in Belgrade 
to learn, network and get connected with your other Serbian brothers and sisters from all over the world.  This 
way we can all work together at finding ways to be our own community leaders, as well as to get more 
involved in our heritage. 

The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009 is the first youth entrepreneurship event in 
Serbia. The conference attracts the best and brightest young Serbs from all over the world. This year’s event is 
expected to bring together 400 bright minds of ages 18 to 30 for an inspirational learning experience.

The Conference will concentrate on thematic areas of concern that have been previously identified by young 
people from Diaspora and Serbia, such as: leadership development; poverty eradication; good governance 
and democracy; conflict and peace; trade and socio-economic development; co-development; Inter-cultural 
dialogue; employment ad social cohesion; strategy and instruments for youth participation and co-
operation.

The networking activities provide participants an opportunity to develop and practice key business skills 
such as teamwork, strategizing, decision making, taking initiative, and developing creativity. Our exhibition 
showcases innovative student initiatives from across the country and features our corporate partners who 
highlight their products and services. Also, a nightly concert with a popular Serbian singer is scheduled to be 
held, where the attendants can collectively bond and celebrate their traditional way.

We aim to mobilize our Serbian Youth (in Diaspora and Serbia) in order to explore and articulate a shared 
vision of the future of Serbia. Interested youths are encouraged to participate at the conference by either 
presenting papers or by simply being actively involved.

Together, we will examine the prospects for bridging the gaps among the youth in Serbia and Diaspora, as 
well as identify best practices and models for youth empowerment, leadership development, crime preven-
tion, networking, and family stability. It’s time to make a difference! Together we can work at bettering the 
future for all of our young Serbian friends, who are desperately seeking for our help.

So please join us on this journey as we look ahead of bringing together those who can be the key leaders to 
“Unlocking the Future”.  

Sincerely,

Tijana Arnautovic
Chairman
The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009
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Unlock the Future

Miodrag Jaksic
Coordinator

Ministry For Diaspora Republic Of Serbia

Dear Colleagues:

On behalf of the Diaspora Youth International Leadership Organizing Committee, I would like to thank 

ship Conference 2009. We all will be working with you in a series of fun, interactive, educational 
workshops aimed at helping youth become leaders in this world. 

During the time you spend at this conference, a substantial part of the agenda will be focusing on leader-
ship development, history, identity, culture, health, education, poverty and violence. Why are these 
topics important? Why do you as a young leader need to know about your history? Knowing this history 
is important because "A generation which ignores its history has no past and no future."(Robert Heinlein).
If you are a student, community member, parent, or organization, see how you can bring the Youth 
Leadership Initiative to your school!

If you are born here but grow up abroad come back and make new discoveries about youth leadership 
engagement and network. This conference is all about embracing your ideas and building upon what 
you view as local and global leadership. At Diaspora youth international leadership today, we believe 
that youth contain the passion to believe, the courage to dream and the intensity to act. We need you 
because you are our leaders of tomorrow.   

We strongly encourage submission of paper proposals that are based on case studies and best practices 
on domestic and international youth issues: e.g. youth development and leadership, peer relations, 
Serbia - Diaspora youth study abroad exchanges, community outreach, crime prevention and peace 
building/peacemaking, peace education, art expression, music, media and value formation, Serbian - 
Diaspora relations, girl-child education; Child soldiers; youth gangs/cults; etc.

We are Expected Results:
•   Reinforcing existing youth networks and building partnerships 

    solutions and taking leadership 
•   Developing strategies and action plans to take back to our countries

We are excited to be working with you and all the other amazing youth from around the world. We will 
be dedicating 100 per cent of our energy and attention to you during the conference and we know you 
can do the same in return. 

Thank you for your invaluable contribution to the full development of our young people and the future 
of society.

Sincerely,

Miodrag Jaksic
Coordinator
Ministry For Diaspora Republic Of Serbia
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The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009

Why You Should Attend 

•   Expand your abilities
•   Challenge yourself and go beyond your boundaries
•   Gain knowledge, personal growth and development, and 
    expertise
•   Learn from your peers
•   Meet lots of new people
•   Friday Night Entertainment 

What You Will Learn:

•   To define and develop your leadership abilities.  
•   To create model partnerships for youth, education, business 
    and technology projects to further peace, well-being and 
    community action and resilience. 
•   To build lasting international knowledge networks opportu-     
    nities with your peers and meet others from around the 
    world.
•   To encourage leadership and enhancing the sense of 
    making a difference in the lives of other people.
•   To identify key learning, promising practices, gaps, and 
    action priorities and recommendations

Who Should Attend

•   Youth around the world (18-30years old)
•   Youth from Diaspora
•   International Organizations 
•   Academic institutions and researchers 
•   Practitioners 
•   Professional Associations 
•   Community groups 
•   Government
•   NGOs
•   Private sector and 
•   others working with youth development and international 
    integration 

This will be a truly unique experience as we hope to inspire, 
empower, and enlighten youth in Serbia with youth around the 
word with amazing keynote speakers, interactive workshops 
and interaction with the peers that will hopefully lead to the 
building of lifetime friendships.  

The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009 
brings together  future leaders from 19 countries representing 
youth from five continents from universities, business, govern-
ment, NGOs, education and the cultural sector for a unique 
two-day experience aimed at broadening their perspectives on 
study, work, leadership, and their origin countries.
This is a first-of-a-kind idea that is aiming to foster greater 
awareness and understanding between young Serbians in 
Diaspora and Serbia.
The theme of the conference: “Building Bridges through 
Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today”

Conference discussions highlights include:

•   Diaspora Youth Leadership Development
•   Capacity Building for Young People and Youth Leaders 
•   Youth and Economic Development 
•   Image of Serbians in a Global Context: Sport, Music, 
    Art
•   Globalization
•   Global Networks and Collaborations
•   Overcome Poverty, Violence
•   Health (HIV/AIDS, Polio, Child Mortality and other diseases) 
•   Youth Entrepreneurship 
•   Sustainable Development and the Environment 
•   Youth Volunteerism 
•   International Exchange Programs
•   Peace Building and Early Warning Response to Conflict 
•   Young People and ICT 

Our Objectives are:

•   To exchange ideas and information aimed establishing 
    linkages between Europe, Canada, USA and Australia and 
    Serbia.
•   To enhance cultural awareness and identity
•   To share different perspectives through provocative panel 
    presentations, stimulating roundtable discussions and 
    informal networking opportunities
•   To emphasize the crucial contribution that Serbian 
    youth in the Diaspora can make, as well as help youth into the 
    future with a spirit of leadership and commitment. 
•   To build a stronger sense of collaboration among themselves. 
•   To seek acquaintances and galvanize bases for the continued 
    co-operation and brotherhood/ sisterhood with all those 
    who have the wellbeing and interest of Serbia people 
    at heart.

Conference Overview
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Program 

July 9, 2009

08:30 - 09:00              Registration/Exhibits Open

09:00 - 09:30              Morning Keynote Speaker

                                       Roundtable Discussion

                                       Student Exchange Programs, International Integration and Cultural Exchange 

                                       Improving the Quality of 21st Century Education 

10:30 - 11:00              Networking & Exhibition of Products & Services 

11:00 - 12:00              Promoting youth Entrepreneurship, Education and Investment

12:00 - 13:30              Luncheon and Exhibition

                                      Afternoon Keynote Presentation

                                       Living and Coping in the World as Serbian Youths- 

                                       Why Serbia is important to us?

                                       Sport, Media and Film & Music & Art 

                                       Image of Serbians in a Global Context

                                       Renewable Energy Panel

                                       Energy Demand and the Role of Renewable Sources- How Diaspora can Help

                                       Award Dinner “30under30”

09:30 - 10:30

15:30 - 16:15

18:00 - 20:00 

14:30 - 15:30 

16:15 - 17:00

13:30 - 14:30 

July 10, 2009

08:30 - 09:00               Registration/Exhibits Open

09:00 - 09:30               Morning Keynote Speaker

                                        Serbia-Europe Relations Panel

                                        How to get into European Union  

                                        How Serbian Youth can be more involved

10:30 - 11:00               Networking & Exhibition of Products & Services 

11:00 - 12:00               Investment Panel

                                        Opportunities and Challenges:  Exciting New Chapter for Serbian Youth in Diaspora and Serbia

12:00 - 13:30               Luncheon and Exhibition

13:30 - 14:30               Afternoon Keynote Presentation

                                        Law Panel

                                        Serbian Evolving Laws – Going Global

                                        Healthcare Panel

                                        Developing Serbia's National Healthcare Infrastructure

                                        Information and Communication technologies (ICT)

                                        ICT for poverty redaction- what Serbian Youth can do?

                                        Venture Capital/Entrepreneurship Panel

                                       Serbian Youth: Limitless Opportunities for Entrepreneurs

                                       Closing Conference

                                       Entertainments - Annual Concert for Peace 

                                       To raise funds and provide cultural expressions for peace and help those in need

                                        

09:30 - 10:30

15:30 - 16:15

20:00 - 23:00 

14:30 - 15:30 

16:15 - 17:00

17:00 - 17:30 
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The International Diaspora Youth Leadership Conference 2009

The developments of the past two decades have changed Serbian’s economic, social, and ideological landscape.  In the face of 
change, Serbian has finally realized that traditional curriculum which focused on transmitting the culture of its ancestors is 
insufficient to preparing its youth to become 21st century citizens.  Hence Serbia and Diaspora has undertaken nationwide 
educational reforms focusing on fostering innovation and the development of problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
among the young generation. 

The Education panel will discuss the following key issues:
•   How to prepare the next generation of problem-solvers and critical thinkers to meet the opportunities and challenges in the 
    21st century, which is characterized by exploding information and knowledge; uncertain and rapid change; and global 
    development?
•   How to access a global Networks and Collaborations 
•   How to develop and expand educational programs focused on Serbian language, history, economy, and philosophy, among 
    other fields, to help the world better understand Serbia? 
•   How to improve youth exchange programs, youths from one country will have an opportunity to visit youths in other 
    countries to share experiences

Session: 09:30 - 10:30       

Roundtable Discussion
Student Exchange Programs, International Integration and Cultural Exchange 

Improving the Quality of 21st Century Education 

The panel will address the following topics:          

    This session will focus on entrepreneurship, education and Investment opportunities for young Serbians from Diaspora who are    

    interested to invest in Serbia 

          • How to set up business in Serbia  

          • How to manage business effectively 

          • How top develop a process to help young Serbians in Diaspora Invest in Serbia

          • Business co-operation (Private Sector)

          • Economic empowerment of youth

Session: 11:00 - 12:00      

           Youth Entrepreneurship, Education and Investment - 
              Knowledge Sharing and Economic Co-operation

July 9, 2008

The panel will address the following topics:          

   This session will discuss how personal stories have the power to ignite dialogue by capturing and expressing shared and diverse 

   interests, concerns and experiences. This will help "break the ice" as participating delegates will get the opportunity to know 

   one another better. 

          • What are the key components of the "Serbian Youth in the Diaspora"? 

          • Debate? - education, employment e.t.c

          • The duality trap; Fitting into the "new" environment, here or back home in Serbia 

Session: 14:30 - 15:30      

           Living and Coping in the World as Serbian Youths- 
Why Serbia is important to us?
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The session should explore mechanisms for the sustained engagement of the media and for effective communication in world 
to promote a balanced view of Serbia. Also this session will focus on some of the measures that can be implemented by Serbia 
youth to contribute to redefining the image of our countries globally? 

The panel will address the following key issues:
          •   Building a co-ordinated approach to monitoring and engaging the media in world
          •   Developing the capacity of the Serbian media in world
          •   Building partnerships between the Serbia media and media groups/organizations in the Diaspora
          •   The panel will highlight the value of educating and developing young people through sport. Young sports leaders from  
              across the world will inform the debate before, during and after the conference to create a lasting legacy of young 
              leaders taking action to influence development through sport policy and implementation.
          •   A group of experts explains the film market as a pre-sales and product-sales point while providing current information 
              on how to navigate the international marketplace with your film at any stage.
          •   This panel is a golden opportunity to get to grips with the emerging new world order in film financing.

Session: 15:30 - 16:15       

Sport, Media and Film & Music & Art 
Image of Serbians in a Global Context

Over the past two decades, Serbia has undergone an amazing period of economic growth that has transformed its society. To 

maintain this dynamic boom, Serbia faces an imposing energy challenge that has both domestic and global implications in 

terms of resources and environmental consequences. 

Serbia is now large energy consumer and may soon become the leading source of greenhouse gas emissions. To moderate 

these trends new policies are being implemented to encourage the development of cleaner, renewable energy sources, but 

how significant can those contributions be. 

The Energy panel will discuss the following key issues:

          •   Serbia’s energy demand within the context of global energy concerns. 

          •   The sources of energy demand in Serbia and the energy supply system

          •   Prospects for reducing consumption 

          •   The role of renewable energy in Serbia’s energy future

          •   The benefits and challenges from hydro power

          •   The expanding role of wind energy in Serbia

          •   How Diaspora can help?

Session: 16:15- 17:00      

           Renewable Energy Panel
Energy Demand and the Role of Renewable Sources- How Diaspora can Help
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The European Union spans an area of 1,669,807 square miles and comprises approximately 500 million citizens. It is an 
economic powerhouse with a nominal GDP of $16.6 trillion, contributing more than 30 percent of the global GDP. 
It will come into force in 2009, making the European Union an even more coherent political and economic player. This panel 
will contemplate the opportunities for trade and cultural exchange between Serbia and the European Union.

The panel will address the following topics:
          •   How do macroeconomic indicators difference between Serbia and the European Union?
          •   What is the difference between Serbian and European financial markets?
          •   How can Serbia attract European investments?
          •   How can Serbian companies enter the European market successfully?
          •   How Serbian Youth can be more involved 

Session: 09:30 - 10:30       

Serbia-Europe Relations Panel
How to get into European Union  

How Serbian Youth can be more involved

2007 was not only another year of rapid GDP growth for Serbia, but a year that allowed the country to shock the world with its 

substantial transformations in the global investment environment. 

The Investment panel will address such key issues as:

          •   How will the credit crunch in the U.S. affect Serbian’s investment environment? 

          •   What are the potential investment opportunities for private  firms in Serbia? 

          •   What Serbian Youth needs to know?

Session: 11:00 - 12:00      

           Investment Panel
Opportunities and Challenges:  

Exciting New Chapter for Serbian Youth in Diaspora and Serbia

July 10, 2008

 Confidence in a society relies heavily on the stability and predictability of its legal system as well as its capacity to pass new 

legislations to address changed circumstances. As it draws the world's attention by its rapid GDP growth, Serbia has produced 

massive new laws that have triggered heated discussions domestically as well as in the international community. Are they 

necessary to fill the gap within the existing legal framework to ensure Serbian's rapid economic development? 

The Law panel will discuss the following issues: 

         •   While boasting several multi-billion dollar IPOs in 2007, how has Serbia strengthened its capital market rules? Our speakers 

             will provide an overview of the latest legal developments in the areas of capital markets, corporate governance, mergers 

             and acquisitions, private equity, venture capital and real estate. 

         •   Serbia's outbound investments increasingly make headlines.  Our speakers will discuss the challenges and strategies for 

             Serbian companies that are in the process of going global. 

         •   What Serbian Youth needs to know and how can they be prepared

Session: 14:30 - 15:30      

          Law Panel
Serbian Evolving Laws – Going Global
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Information is not a magic cure for hunger or poverty. However, the right information at the right time can help in finding a 
solution.  ICT includes a whole range of technologies that facilitate communication and the processing and transmission of 
information by electronic means – from conventional radio and landline to computers, Internet and mobile phones.  Does ICT 
really contribute to the global effort to reduce poverty? 

The ICT panel will address the following key issues:
         •   What needs and rights do poor people have that could best be met by  ICT 
         •   Has ICT helped to reduce poverty or just strengthened the power structure within societies in rural and under-
             developed areas?
         •   Has ICT increased relative poverty and placed valuable resources in the hands of a few, further perpetuating models of 
             social, economic and political disempowerment and discrimination as it exists in the world today?
         •   Many micro-credit programmes and the World Bank have recognised that empowering women economically
             empowers the whole family economically. How can ICT play a more effective role?
         •   ICT applications available in the area of health communication include
         •   The use of ICTs for distance education to enhance the traditional face-to-face TOT (training of trainers) model, while 
             fostering networks that  trainees can rely on as a resource when they return to the field.
         •   How can every child in Serbia have computer in schools 

Session: 15:30- 16:15      

           Information and Communication technologies (ICT)
             ICT for poverty redaction- what Serbian Youth can do?

Serbia has been undergoing a series of healthcare reforms in recent years, and healthcare in Serbia has caught the attention of 
both domestic authorities and foreign investors. This panel aims to allow people to share their views on healthcare in Serbia’s 
current state and its long-term outlook. With experts from various fields within healthcare, we hope this panel can enhance their 
understanding of each other’s role in the system and provide a more complete view of healthcare in Serbia.

The healthcare panel will address the following key issues:
          •   Serbia’s healthcare industry in urban areas, the story of private hospitals: With the advent of an increasingly prosperous 
              middle class, people in urban areas are demonstrating a strong demand for increasingly advanced healthcare services. 
              How can foreign investors participate in this opportunity?
          •   Serbia’s healthcare industry in rural areas: what the government and the investors can do to help provide “Medicare” to 
              less provide for rural regions?
          •   Prevention and Treatment of HIV/AIDS in At-Risk Youth and Children
          •   Delivering the Goods: Coordinating Efforts to Meet Reproductive Health Supply Needs

Session: 14:30 - 15:30      

         Healthcare Panel
Developing Serbia's National Healthcare Infrastructure

Enthusiasm for entrepreneurship in Serbia has grown tremendously in recent decades. Part of this growth is due to increasing 
government support and the other is accredited to past successes of exemplary entrepreneurs. 
The rise of entrepreneurship in Serbia means that the venture capital industry is exploding with activity. Although there are more 
established resources for entrepreneurs, there is also more competition for these resources.

The Venture Capital/Entrepreneurship panel will address the following key issues:
         •   How are the entrepreneurial and venture capital environments changing with massive increases in the number of startups?
         •   What are the initial barriers and challenges for starting a company in Serbia?
         •   How do startups effectively recruit and maintain talent?
         •   Are entrepreneurs and venture capitalists thinking about expanding startup companies to the global market? If so, what 
             are the internationalization strategies that are currently being considered?
         •   What will be some potential new challenges for new and old entrepreneurs in the next ten years?
         •   What Serbian Youth need to know?

Session: 16:15 – 17:00    

         Venture Capital/Entrepreneurship Panel
Serbian Youth: Limitless Opportunities for Entrepreneurs


